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Hi!  My name is AJ Iqueda and I am 
from Menifee Union School 
District.  I am 10 years old and I 
was born with CHARGE Syndrome.  
One of the things that affects me 
daily is that I am deafblind.  Being 
deaf-blind is hard because I have a 
harder time enjoying the things I love and accessing the 
world around me.  I really enjoy dancing, painting, 
eating cupcakes, going to baseball games, Disneyland 

and sensory outdoor activities. 

Every year my family and I tour the Bay Area and I love 
it up there because I always learn new things.  Last year 
I really enjoyed the EXPLORATORIUM and I did a lot of 
hands on exploring.  One of my favorites was exploring 
the colored shadows wall.  It was so cool!  Here I had no 
limits and was able to fully express myself.  I loved 
signing “I love you” in ASL and seeing all the different 
colors I made.  After I got back to school from this trip, I 
entered a PTA contest called “Within Reach”.  The art 
project I submitted was an inspiration of being able to 
express myself at this colorful shadow wall.  I am happy 
that I entered this contest and I even received a medal 
and award for excellent work.  My artwork won!  I was 
so happy.  I love medals!  My mom was so happy for 
me, she got tears.  I hope you enjoy my artwork as 

much as I enjoyed drawing it.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Whether you 
COLOR  the 
world  or light it 
up BLUE.  

You are making 
a  

Difference So 
keep being 
YOU AJ AT WORK 

AJ’S CREATION 



 

 

 

Romoland Intensive Specialized Education (RISE) Classrooms 

By: Ricky Alyassi & Carmen Kaas 

 The Romoland School District is committed to increasing special education program options for students with 
disabilities.  From returning students with disabilities back to their home school campuses via our Learning Centers to 
our award winning Collaborative SAI Model and Inclusive State Preschool classroom, the Romoland School District 
continues to make strides in enhancing schooling options for all students.   

 Our next endeavor in the Romoland School District was to expand program options for students with 
moderate, functional skills classroom needs.  Historically, students with these unique needs have attended specialized 

classroom programs offered by the Riverside County 
Office of Education (RCOE) due to our school district not 
having specialized classroom programs in-district.   
Unfortunately, this has caused many of our students to 
have to attend school on campuses all over Riverside 
County due to the limited classroom options available 
close by.  The Romoland School District has been making 
every best effort to address this dilemma for our students 
over time and we made a pledge to bring our students 
home for the 2018-2019 school year.   

 It was with great excitement and anticipation 
that the Romoland School District announced our 
Romoland Intensive Specialized Education (RISE) 
classrooms to begin the 2018-2019 school year. Our 
classroom models provide students with a robust set of 
supports and services, including functional skills 
curriculum as well as academic curriculum, evidence 
based practices, personalized learning opportunities, sensory integration supports, 
physical education time, music enrichment activities, inclusion opportunities, and much, 
much more. Examples of testimonials shared by our families about their experiences 
with RISE thus far are below: 

 “We are so  impressed with the way that [our student’s] teacher is trying to push him to learn and develop 
more with tougher learning goals, while incorporating learning practical items such as public safety (e.g. recognizing 
safety signs, restroom signs, etc.), something we didn’t think about. Although we were worried at first of this move for 

[our student], it really seems to have been a blessing. Now [our student] is at the 
same school as his siblings, he loves his class and 
teacher and is developing at what appears to be a 
higher rate than before. He comes home from 
school, demonstrating new skills each day! It's 
amazing!” 

 “[My student] has adjusted well to the 
new program and I feel like it is benefiting him 
greatly. I appreciate all that the teachers and 
aides do on a daily basis for [my student] and the 
fact that they are committed to his highest, 
optimal growth. Thank you!” 

 Our RISE classrooms are located at 
Romoland Elementary School, Boulder Ridge 
Elementary School, and Ethan A. Chase Middle 
School.  For more information regarding our 
RISE classes, please reach out to Carmen Kaas, 
Coordinator of Special Education for the 
Romoland School District at (951) 926-9244 
x1237 or via email at ckaas@romoland.net  
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Brian Herritt is a retired police officer and the proud father of a teenage son with severe autism.  It was 

early in Officer Herritt's law enforcement career 

that he realized that a true lack of relevant 

training existed for public safety professionals in 

dealing with persons with autism and special 

needs. 

 

In 2007, Officer Herritt started his journey by 

receiving a grant to purchase and develop 

training for public safety agencies in San Diego 

County.  

 

In 2008, Officer Herritt was contacted by 

California Peace Officers Standards and Training 

(POST) to serve as a subject matter expert for the creation of a statewide training curriculum for police 

officers.  His current training curriculum has been certified as POST and STC certified. 

 

In 2009, Officer Herritt approached the San Diego Sheriff's Department and expressed his vision for a 

county wide special needs data base. That vision has now become the San Diego Sheriff's Department 

Take Me Home program – one of the most expansive and detailed special needs databases in the nation.  

 

In 2016, Officer Herritt started his own website at www.autismcop.com with the goal of providing a 

resource to help bridge the gap between the special needs community and first responders.  

 

Officer Herritt continues to provide autism related training to numerous law enforcement, probation, 

corrections, schools, theme parks, churches, families, caregivers and other groups. He has created and 

provided specialized training for dispatchers, school resource officers and hostage negotiators.  Officer 

Herritt is currently on staff as an instructor for the Riverside County Sheriff's Department and advises them 

and numerous other agencies on issues pertaining to the special needs community. 

 

Officer Herritt is currently in the final stages of releasing a book in dealing the population of persons with 

special needs with Blue 360 Media (December 2018 expected release).  He is also currently developing 

courses to include other populations of persons with special needs. 

 

 

Brian Herritt 

“Speaker at the CAC Emergency Preparedness Workshop—October 17, 2018” 

http://www.autismcop.com


Parents 

hard 
days 

 
To the Parents of Children with Special Needs. . . . . . .  
 

I want you to know that I see you. 

I see you running your child to therapy when your friends are running their kids to Little League. 

I see you slipping out the of conversation when your friends are all chiming in about milestones and test grades. 

I see you juggling appointments and meetings, always making sure you do the best for your child. 

I see you sitting at your computer for hours researching what your child needs. 

I see you cringe when people whine about the petty things that pale in comparison to your day. 

I see you spread thin, but still going the extra mile for your family, and managing to do it with a smile. 

I see you digging for depths of strength you never dreamed you had. 

I see you showing appreciation to the teachers, therapists and medical professionals who serve your child with 

you. 

I see you reluctantly rising early in the morning to do it all again after another chaotic night. 

I see you when you’re hanging on to the end of your rope for dear life. 

I know you feel invisible, like nobody notices any of it.  But I want you to know that I notice you.  I see you in 

the trenches, relentlessly pushing onward.  I see you keep choosing to do everything in your power to give your 

child the best possible care at home, in school, at therapy, and the doctor.  What you’re doing matters.  It’s worth 

it. On those days when you wonder if you can do it another minute, I want you to know that I see you.  I want 

you to know that you’re beautiful.  I want you to know that it’s worth it.  I want you to know that you aren’t 

alone.  I want you to know that love is what matters most, and you have that nailed. 

And on those days when you have breakthroughs, those times when the hard work, pays off and success is yours 

to cherish, I see you then too, and I am proud of you. 

Whichever day today is, you’re worthy, you’re good, and I see you. 

 

   Alethea Jo, Writer     

https://www.facebook.com/writingrunningmom/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAwyReiFnzoHmgjzjPiuhgx-vY9zsZdJdOnPneHnmkj3gzVBBrVG6t23bEGYNq2iXzmquDI-2mu44df&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA1XmqNE-i62dYasCXWgLYbeMo4iP51W-3perJ1l7LGUm0Nh8AwG7VYlvmlgx5sjKH70_HibD7Z8lDQ1NGoVKf

